Beltioon Tov 001700 Yo aoVppates kKaptes Atheros wov gumepréyetor otov Tupiva tov Linux
(ath5k)
Final Report

Apywcd emédeéa va apyiom pe to calibration tov AGC (Automatic Gain Control) ota chips 2ng yevidg
g Atheros (RF5111/RF5112 + AR5212) énwg avépepa Kot 6TO Ypovodtdypoptie kafOTL TpOKELTOL Yo,
po oXeTIKE amAr] Oladtkacia, lyope 101 KATOOV KOOKO Kot EXPETE Vo TOV Eovayply® 6mGTA Kot Vo
KQvo review tnv 0An dwdikacio. Xe péoec akpeg 1 kapta xpedletar Evav TpOTo va LETPAEL TG
petaforég 6to KEPOOG (gain) TOL AVOAOYIKOD HEPOVG TNG, Y10 VO TO TETVYOVUE ALTO OLVOLLKEL
GTEAVOLLE TTEPLOOIKE KOO0 TOKETAL e PUKPOTEPT 1GYD AT’ TNV 10V TOV EKTEUTEL KAVOVIKA 1] KAPTO,
kol 0 AGC ypnoponoidvrag £vav Peak to Average Power Detector (PAPD) petpdet ™ petafoin tov
KEPAOLGS (Mov cuVNBLG opeihetan o Beppukég petaforés kKAm) ko pog diver éva feedback to omoio kot
YPNOOTOLOVLE OTOV TTPpOypappatilovpe v kdpta (0tav kdvoovpe reset). Ta patches mov apopovv 10
GLYKEKPLUEVO KMOKA Elval TA TOPUKATO. ..

http://git.kernel.org/?p=linux/kernel/git/linville/wireless-
testing.git;:a=commit;h=a985bab13f54b41b99e9ad0d3e89ee04cff40038

http://git.kernel.org/?p=linux/kernel/git/linville/wireless-
testing.git;a=commit:h=5b25a2088eef98ca3c8526f4b71c501833636168

http://git.kernel.org/?p=linux/kernel/git/linville/wireless-
testing.git;a=commit:h=212d498752d76ef378d2db1a0803993f358315a3

Onwg avépepa Kot 6TO YPOVOSTIAYPOLLLLO Kol UTOPEiTE va dgiTe Kot ota Tapomdve pathces enéhelo 610
TAIG10 TOV YEVIKOTEP®V OAAOYDV 6TOV KOdKa oL apopd To PHY/RF koppdtt g képtag va kéve
€KKOOAPION Kol OVCIACTIKG ETAVEYYPAPT EVOG LEYAAOL PHEPOVS TOV KMdKa. O AdYOg eivar OTL 0
KOJIKOG OV TPOUTNPYE NTAV AGUPNG Kol YOPIG TEKUNPIMOT], VA TOAAL KOV YOPUKTPICTIKG TV
dapopwv chip pmopovoav va yivouv handled pe Tov 1610 KOIKa, ¥PNOILOTOIOVTOG LEPIKEG EEVTTVES
TpokTikéS. Emeldn n exxabdpion tov kddika dev Bewpeitar “functional change” sivon og 1-2 patches
vt dgv Tepvdel 1aitepo review (étot givan To policy otov kernel yua va un yepilovpe ta logs).

Katomy ovuvéypioa kdvovrog update tov k@Ko mov apopovoe To reset g Kaptag, Eexivnoa
OVOVEDVOVTOG TO, arrays L TG apytkeés puOpicelg (apykés TIES TV PACIKOV KOTOXMPNTOV TNG KAPTOS
-0t VtdAouTol punodeviovion Katd to reset) OIS Paivetol o€ avtd To patch...

http://git.kernel.org/?p=linux/kernel/git/linville/wireless-
testing.git;a=commit;h=8be5e97a252d1a77d901¢ce340553992¢30661d60

... KOl GUVEYLGO KAVOVTOG Kot TAAL TpdTa ekkafdpion (éomaca tnv cuvaptnon hw_reset oe
TEPIGGOTEPES, EKOVOL 0L YEVIKOTEPT] avaKATATAEN KATT) KOl TPOGOETOVTOS O18(pOPa TUNLOTO TOV
élemav ot Sodkacio e TO0 GNUAVTIKO {0MG TNV PLOULCT] TOV POAOYIDV TNG KAPTOS Y10 TO pOwer
saving (€pOGOV LITAPYEL EEMTEPIKOG KPVGTAALOS YOUNANG CLYVOTNTOC/ KATAVAAMONG, 1| KAPTO
YPNOLOTOLEL AVTOV V1oL POAOL OVAPOPAS KL £TCL UITOpEl va TEPTEL o€ power save mode Kot va,
EMAVEPYETOL YOPIC VO ONpuovpyeitan TpOPANLO e TOVG d1APOPOLG timers)...

http://git.kernel.org/?p=linux/kernel/git/linville/wireless-
testing.git;a=commit:h=a742001£1908a72bd01adc48ba4fd900af8{2978
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Kévovtag debug tov mapandve kodike Bprka kot 2 bugs ta omoia £kavav apkeTd actodn Tov driver
Kol Ta ooio dtopbwasa. Ta patches PBpickovrol edd ->

http://git.kernel.org/?p=linux/kernel/git/linville/wireless-
testing.git;a=commit;:h=0e814c9a23f18bb959ce7622d8ee69f1e73d3921

http://git.kernel.org/?p=linux/kernel/git/linville/wireless-
testing.git;:a=commit;h=732c666ef1b910c1429c¢7a805ebcSa2bldc10e0a

Ao 0OLOKApOGO TO TOPATAV® GLVEYIGO LE TNV VAOTOiINoM Tov calibration tov baseband étol dwote
va 0AAGCEL GOOTA M) 1Y0 ekmoung (txpower). Me amdd Aoyla 1 kapto cuvolkd (pali pe tov Tpo
EVIOYLTN Kot OAN TNV LAOTOINOT), £XEL SLAPOPETIKY OTOKPION G€ KAOE KavaAl Kot 0ev aALALEL
ypoppkd. Omdte TPOKEUEVOL v aALALEL YPOUUKA 1) 10Y0G (Vo vtdpyet o oxéon x = W Hetadd g
600G OV BETOVE KOl TNG TPAYUATIKNG EKTEUTOUEVTG 10YVOG) KOl VO, EIVOL GOGTY KOTA HETPO, TPETEL
va Tpoypappaticovpe évav mivakae oto hw pe kdmota offsets ta onoia yovrpikd pvOuilovv to
ELEO/TAEOVAC O 1OYVOG DGTE 1 KAPTA Vo umopet va Kavel kdBe popd mpocappoyn. O unyovicpudc
OV LAOTOINGO TOPATAV® EIVOL GUUTANPOUOTIKOG GVTOL TOV UNYAVIGHOV. AVTOG 0 UNyoviopog etvat
loitepa ToAOTAOKOG Kot VAomomOnke v 6OAa Ta chips ar' v apyn. Mo avaivtikdtepn meprypaepn
umopeite va dette oto mail mov £otetha oty mailing list kot cuvddeve 10 patch series...

https://lists.athSk.org/pipermail/ath5k-devel/2009-March/002062.html

ApyiKd ¥peoTNKE VO YPAY® TOV KOOKA Tov dlofalet Ta dedopéva yia Tn onpovpyio Tov dStupdpov
tables (ywa ta 014popa kavéiio Tov vrootpilel n képta) an' v EEPROM kot va ta petatpéyom o€
éva format kowvé yia 6Aa ta chips (kaOe yevid chip £xetl SopopeTikd dEdOUEVA Y10l TO GUYKEKPIUEVO
calibration, my. o1 vedtepeg YeVIEC vTOGTNPILOVV Kol APVNTIKES TILES 1oYXVMS, EVA aAAACEL TO resolution
peta&d 0.5dB ko 0.25dB)...

http://git.kernel.org/?p=linux/kernel/git/linville/wireless-
testing.git;:a=commit;h=4438ab10db512815bb9ffcd2dda3732bfd095384

...KATOTY Eypaya o' TV apyn OA0 Tov KOJKa Yo T onpovpyio Tov tables kabdhg kot Tov apyiko
Kodka yo regulatory control (yprion t@v Conformance Test Limits wov PBpickoviar ctnv EEPROM
KOl OGO TIKA TPOKELTOL Y10 KATO1l EmMmAEOV power limits wov emPaiovpe £T61 OGTE 1) KAPTO VO
eKTEUTEL GTO VOO Oplal VALY LLE TN YDOPa TOV PploKeTar)...

http://git.kernel.org/?p=linux/kernel/git/linville/wireless-
testing.git;:a=commit;h=e5903d87f0{82bbcb32d146{tb63¢c3566fc2f058

...0 KOOKOG auTOG LoV TTNPE TEPLEGATEPO KOpd o' 6Tt vITOAdYLa KaBOTL dev €l OVCIACTIKA
documentation an' v Atheros 6Gov apopd tn dtadikacio puOUnong Tov txpower (TOG APov
TPOYPOUUOTICOVUE TOV TTivake BETovpe TNV 1GY0 EKTOUTNG oTNV KapTa), EvO To documentation ko o
KOJOKOG IOV ELXQ Yl TNV OMpovpyio Tov mtivakae oy moAd misleading kot ToOAD KakoypopUEVA.
Kowmg pov mpe apketd kopo va kotaddPo Tt yiveral yia ke chip Eeyoprotd. Avtd dpmg elye ¢
ATOTELEC O O KDOKOG VO PYEL apKeTE KOAOG Kot e TOAD KoAY TekpUnpimon (oTa TAaicto Tov
dvvaToD), VM givat TALTOYPOVE TOAD LIKPOTEPOG KO OTAOVGTEPOG At TOV KOdwka NG Atheros kot
otav Tov ékava debug edavnke 0Tt eivar kot akpiPng (dovievel dNAadN).
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K1 €00 Bpnka éva bug kotd 1o debuging 1o omoio kot dtopbwaoa...

http://git.kernel.org/?p=linux/kernel/git/linville/wireless-
testing.git;:a=commit;h=8629fbf8al3a514c6c4d47befa2f8b29celOcal4a

[Tpwv emtpéyovpe otov driver va 0€cel kKavoviKa To txpower ETpEne Vo VAOTOMGOVE To regulatory
control (dnAadn TOVG TEPLOPIGUOVG AVAAOYO LE TAL VOULLA OpLaL TNG EKAGTOTE YMPOG Y10 TNV OTToia £XEL
TPOYPOUUOTIOTEL 1) KApTA 1} BETEL O YpNioTNC M O driver -my. pésm tov 802.11d-). Xto eninedo tov driver
aLTO 0VoLCTIKA glye NON Yivel pe Tov ko Tov £ypaya yio ta CTLs, T0 pdévo mov €leine nrov To
dldpopa mappings yio KOs yodpo Ko 0 Kadikag wov Ba EKave katomy register tov driver 6to vTOA0ITo
CRDA framework tov kernel (to framework mov éyovpie yia va kdvetl handle to regulatory control ywa
O0lovg Tovg drivers). Enedn] o oyetikdg kddkag givarl kotvog peta&d tov athSk kot tov ath9k (tov
driver yw 11g . 11n xépteg g Atheros) anmopacicoye pe To team tov ath9k va kdvovpe merge kot vo
YPNOHOTOLOVLE Kot 01 dV0 €va véo module mwov 10 ovopdoape ath. Eniong ot 6o drivers
petapépOniayv og £va kavovpro directory, to drivers/net/wireless/ath kot aropacicape ktog an' Tov
KdOKa Yo To regulatory control va potpactodpe 6to pEAAOV Ko dAAL Kopdtio Kadwka, 6mwg my. Tov
alyopBpo yio 1o ANI mov avaeépm oty tpdtact (1o Adaptive Noise Immunity). [ia tov alyopiBpo
avtod Eypaya Tov KOdika (o€ avtd To patch o Bob tov €yetl kavel rebase étol wote va yiveton diffed pe
10 current tree, ondte aivetanr oAOKANpog -> https://lists.athSk.org/pipermail/athSk-devel/2009-March/
002125.html ) oAAd TeEMKd dev evompatdOnKe Yo va yivel kot 1o teAkd debuging kot vo ¢tioytel To
initialization (o alyopiBpoc gival evtdéel) Héypt va amoQacicovpe av 0o Yp1GIULOTOGOVLE T OKLA
pov ékdoon 1N g Atheros. Ev to peta&b 1o debuging tov k®dka yio to txpower kafmg Kot To
debuging yio Tov kdduKa Yo TV S1oEPIoN TOV KEPULDV TOV EYPAYO GTN GUVEYELN aTEdELYON apKeETA
xpovoPopo kot moAvTAoko. Apov to regulatory control vAomomOnke TApmg Katd To merging o' Tov
Bob xvpiwng kot and gpéva oto koppdtt Tov phy. ‘Eotetda to tedikd patch mov emtpénet tov opioud o'
tov ypnotn/driver g 1oy00¢ Kot Tov EAeYEQ YPNOIHOTOIDVTOS Oyl LOVO spectrum analyzer (6mov dev
€yovpe per-packer pétpnon aAAd ¥pNGIUEVEL LOVO Y10 VO LETPGOLUE KT ardALTN T To. dBm
EKTOUTNG Ko v 0ovpe Vv spectral mask) aAld kou pe Evav network analyzer (to airlive, givot kdtt
cav kismet + wireshark og éva Aoyiopkd). To patch dev €xetl pmet axodpa oto git tree aAAd T0 GYETIKO
mail yio to commit eivon €0 ->

https://lists.athSk.org/pipermail/athSk-devel/2009-April/002258.html

évag o' Tovg Adyovg mov NBeAa per-packet petpnoeic nrav kot yo va kave debug to TPC yevikdtepa.
Telkd o kddwag mov £y PaAet yuo per-packet power control eivar evia&el aAld apevog o developer
tov HAL ¢ Atheros (to binary blob mov Bpicketon otov MadWiFi1) pag eine 611 10 per-packet power
control dev mailel cmoTA 08 OAEG TIG KAPTES (YU 0wt Ko givon disabled by default) kot apetépov 610
protocol stack dev £xovpe té€to10 TANpOoPopia (dev BEToVpE Y. EeYmPloTo txpower yia ta acks 1) yia
dlapopeTikéG tx queues). 'Etot amopdoioa va tov apnow disabled by default péypt va yiver debug and
TEPIGGOTEPO KOGLLO.

[Mo v daxeipion TV Kepoumdv OeV o KATO10 KMOIKA 6T 0140e0n pov, ovte glye VAomonBel KAt
avtioToryo otovg binary drivers g Atheros yw va kévo reverse engineer/decompile. Eiya evtuydg
docs kot dgv Tav 131aiTEPA SVGKOAO VO VAOTOC® OVTA TOV TEPTYPAPOVTIAV. 2GTOCO £YAC0 TOAD
xPOVO Yo vo vAoTTIo® To diversity cmotd (T Suvoptkn evaAioyn HeTalld TV S10pOp®V KEPALDY
7oL Kavel avtopota To hw yuo va Stahéget v kaAvtepn), kaBOTL Yo T0 GVYKeEKPIEVO B dev glya
documentation Kot To pdvo OV £lY0 OLGLACTIKA NTAV LEPLKE comments GTOV KOOKa TG Atheros.
Telkd Ppnka OTL EXPETE VAL YPAP® TOVG KATOYOPNTES LE L0 GUYKEKPILEVT GEPE Y10 VO LITOP® VL
Kave cootd enable/disable to diversity kot ékava ektevég debug Tov KddKa eTidyvovtag éva debug
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mode o710 onoio e&avdykala to hw va ypnoponotei ™ pio kepaio LOVo yo X Kot TV GAAN HOVO Yo,
tx. O KOG dev £xel UmeL aKOUO 0TO git repository oAl To oyeTkd mail yio to commit eivon €6 ->

https://lists.athSk.org/pipermail/athSk-devel/2009-April/002264.html

Katd 1o debuging 1660 T00 txpower 660 Kot Tov antenna control ypeliGTnKe vo YP1GLLOTOo® TV
Kapta o€ master mode (va v kdvw dniadr| Access Point). Evd kdtt tét010 €181 Bempnticd viomomOei
otov driver vpyav Kamwotla bugs oTov Kddika Tov apopd To hw ta omoio Bprka kot EpTiata...

https://lists.athSk.org/pipermail/athSk-devel/2009-April/002262.html

KOl TPOTEVOL LETA KoL 0O avTO VoL EVEPYOTOMGOLE Kol emionua To AP support otov driver kafott
elvan kTt Tov {nrovv moArol xpnoTec.

https://lists.athSk.org/pipermail/ath5k-devel/2009-April/002263.html

Téhog yra TNV kaAvTEPN pkpop¥Bunon (calibration) tov PHY chip kot cuykekpiéva tov cuvieTtocov
I ko Q Tov QAM constellation vAomoinca tov unyoviopud yu 1o eidtpo spur Bopvfov. O spur B6pvog
etvan kATt Té€T010 -> http://www.comlab.hut.fi/opetus/333/2004slides/topic23.pdf (BA. cel. 10) ko
ouvnBmg dnovpyeiton amd S1APOPES CLGKEVEG TOV EYOVV TAALOVS KO YOPAUKTNPIOTIKG EKTOUTNG
spread spectrum (my. Kamowa rtc). Ymapyouv TeXVIKEG ooV yio T S0pOHoT aVToL TOV PALVOUEVOD
nepalovrag kamoleg mapapétpovg oto viterbi decoder kat tailovtag pe ™ dopopd eAcNg Kot To
amplitude (http://zone.ni.com/cms/images/devzone/tut/dhall hwspec_im7.JPG) tov cuvictowcmv I/Q
KkaOmg kot to pilot tracking (kKdtt cav training Tov KAVEL 1 KAPTA OTOV TNG Epyetar éva frame, kdOe
frame mpiv apyicovv ta data £xet 1o preamble mov gival kATl Yv@OTO, 1| KAPTA TOL EEPEL TWG TPEMEL VL
glvon To preamble dopBwvet ta H/Q éto1 dote 6tav etdoet ota data va eivon ciyovpn 61t d1aacet
ocmOoTA).

2tov driver apyikd énpene va dapdoovpe o' tv EEPROM ta kavdAia ta onoio ennpedlovtal an' Tov
spur 06pvfo (extdg am' Ta kavaia Tov EEpovpe 0Tt emnpealovtal AOY® KavaAlol on' To ref clock g
KAPTOG) KO KATOMY EMPETE VO KAVOLLLE KATOLO0VG VITOAOYIGHOVGS, VO YPAWOVLE TIG TOPOUETPOVS Y10 TO
spur @iltpo oto hw Kot va 1o kdvovpe enable. Ta oyetikd patches emiong dev £xovv umel akdpa 6to git
repository oAAd ta oyeTkd mails yio To commit gvor €8¢ ->

https://lists.athSk.org/pipermail/athSk-devel/2009-April/002259.html
https://lists.athSk.org/pipermail/athSk-devel/2009-April/002265.html

Av1d TOL AMOUEVEL Ko avapEP® otV TPATOoT] efvan 1 exkabdapion Tov kmdika g EEPROM, avtd
€xet yivel TUNROTIKA 6T Topamdve patches mov melpdlovv tov kdduka g EEPROM aAld
0AOKANpOVETOL [IE TO TapaKdT® patch

https://lists.athSk.org/pipermail/athSk-devel/2009-April/002261.html
["o 6o GAAN d1evkpivnon eipon otn d1dbeon cag ;-)
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